SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
sacrifice such a privilege to the rights of
others.
These objections constitute the main
arguments of the organized anti-vacci-
nationists, who seek to discourage indi-
vidual vaccination, and at the same time
to encourage individual and concerted
opposition to statutory insistence on
general vaccination.
Their main contentions have already
been answered: smallpox is a definite
pathological entity; it is transmissible
and highly so; it exists in all countries; it
is increasing; the danger of vaccination
is negligible; vaccination is efficacious
for preventing individual and communal
infection.
Does then a law compelling persons to
be vaccinated against their will, in order
that they cease to be potential sources of
disease to their fellow men* infringe any
constitutional right of the individual?
To argue that personal liberty is
violated is to confess a narrow and selfish
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